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 Welcome Winter!  I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday and enjoyed the snow (and the three extra days) as much as the MacCall family did.





By now you should be aware that FCPS is facing $175 million in budget cuts.  In late December, I attended a public meeting at Cunningham Park with Stu Gibson, the school board representative for our school district.  The following is my interpretation of what Stu Gibson had to say and what we can do as individuals.  





 The school board does not have the ability to generate revenue; they make decisions on how to allocate the budget money.  We need to get the attention of the board of supervisors who do have the ability to generate revenue for schools (mostly from taxes it sounds like) in addition to contacting the school board members.  We also need our voices heard in Richmond-the General Assembly- on how our tax money is spent.  Only about 30% of Fairfax County residents have children in public schools. We need to get our neighbors without children to get involved.  One of the reasons Fairfax County property values are high is due to the quality of education our children receive from FCPS.  





 A form letter is posted on the PTA Web site that enables you to tailor a letter to the school board and board of supervisors as to your concerns with the budget cuts.  It provides you with the email addresses of all the school board and board of supervisors members. 





Please go to the FCPS.edu and click on FY 2011 Budget to see what is happening and if there are any meetings you can attend.  There is a laundry list of budget cuts.  One cost saving measure is to increase the student/teacher ratio, freeze teacher salaries and reduce instructional assistants.  Our teachers are the county’s best resource.  One budget cut that is near and dear to my heart is the elementary stings program, check out � HYPERLINK "http://www.faceadvocacy.org" �www.faceadvocacy.org�.  





Please get involved and voice your opinion before the January 25 budget hearings to keep the quality of education our children receive in FCPS and the teachers who teach them.    





Thank you for reading!  


 


Tara MacCall


Your PTA President
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Highlights:





Dine Out Nite- Every Thursday at the Greek Grill


Jan 11 PTA Meeting


Jan 20 Kick Off Meeting for the Run for Fun at 7pm


Jan 22 Bingo Bingo Bingo


�


____________________


Visit the VES PTA website!


� HYPERLINK "http://www.VES.PTA.org" ��www.VES.PTA.org�


Teacher Appreciation Week


Our Schools “Teacher Appreciation Week” will be February  8-12.  Please watch for more information in your child’s Wednesday  folder  as to how you can help and show all of our wonderful teachers at Vienna Elementary how much we appreciate them. ( For more information contact Cindy Moffitt at vamoffitts@yahoo.com)











Safeway e-scrip program.  Use a Safeway Discount Card?  Register it with e-scrip and 1% of your purchases goes to your PTA ($250 so far this school year).  No String Attached.  Go to:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.escrip.com/" ��http://www.escrip.com/� and register your card


Giant A-Plus program.  Use a Giant Discount Card?  Why not register it – and watch $$’s go to your PTA with no effort on your part.  Simply go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.giantfood.com/aplus" ��http://www.giantfood.com/aplus�   Our School ID is 02132.  We’ve already earned $350 this school year - - and only 20% of parents with Discount cards are registered!  


Target.  Do you use a Target Red Credit Card?  Why not designate VES to receive a % of your purchases – there are no strings attached.  Go to https://redcard.target.com/redcard/rc_main.jsp.  Navigate to their “Take Charge of Education” area.  Our School ID is 103714.  VES has accumulated $115 already this year, and only a few people have designated a school   Target is a huge supporter of Education – but only if you register your card.


Box-Tops-For-Education.  Do you eat?  Sure you do… Look for BOX-TOPS coupons on your food items.  Last year they gave VES $550.  So Far this year?  $0.  Let’s start cutting out those Box Top Coupons and hit $600 by year end – look for more information on collection places soon.  Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.btfe.com" ��www.btfe.com� for more information.


Make it a New Year’s resolution to maximize these programs for our school.  If we were to boost discount card enrollment from 20% to 50%, we would bring in roughly another $1,500 for your PTA.     



































A HUGE Thank you�for helping with a �Special Place!





As you meander down the path behind the school and past the playground, you will come to a special place….a rock garden.  The 5th grade students created the rock garden so they could honor their friend and classmate Gabriella Debeniotis, who passed away at the end of last year.  I would like to Thank all of those who helped on this project: Mr. Westbrook for the paints and all the artistic guidance; Maureen Alonso for her landscape design help; The Fox Family for not only their hardwork, but also for the donation and delivery of mulch; Jason and Emily Debeniotis, Laura Kadanoff, and 8th graders: Oliver Alonso, Daniel MacCall and Stephen Nugent.  A super Thank You to Jimmy Goldsmith for coming out in the rain and helping me rip up all the sod!  And last but not least, Joe Coyle of Fine Landscapes for donating all of the rocks!








Bingo Bingo Bingo!


January 22nd ~ Take the night off from cooking and join your Vienna Elementary friends for dinner starting at 5:30, then at 6:30 head on down the hall for an exciting night of Bingo and raffles!! Remember last time the 50/50 raffle had a winner take home value of almost $400.00!! (congratulations Glicker family).  





If you haven't received a form in your Wednesday folder look on the PTA website or contact Midge Biles at � HYPERLINK "mailto:midgengine@aol.com" \t "_blank" �midgengine@aol.com�  or call at 703-242-6518.  Also contact me if you would like to help out.  





Hope to see you there, Midge  
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Vienna Valiant Vikings








Fairfax County Association for the Gifted Presents: Summer Academic Programs and Enrichment Camp Fair


Oakton High School - 2900 Sutton Rd - Vienna, VA Tuesday, January 12, 7:00–9:00 p.m. Admission is Free


�Meet representatives from summer enrichment programs. Visit the exhibits, ask questions, and network with others. See what your children (K-12) can explore next summer.  �


For more information or in case of inclement weather check � HYPERLINK "http://FCAG.org" �http://FCAG.org� for snow date, FCAG’s Yahoo discussion group:  � HYPERLINK "http://groups.yahoo.com/group/FCAG" ��http://groups.yahoo.com/group/FCAG�  or contact:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:secretary@fcag.org" ��secretary@fcag.org�
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