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Happy Spring VES Families!  


 We rolled into town just before midnight on Saturday night from Florida visiting family and it seems cold in Vienna for springtime.  I hope everyone had an enjoyable spring break and our students (and teachers) are re-charged to finish out the school year with a bang.


 It is an exciting time for the PTA since our biggest fundraiser, the Run for Fun, on April 26th is almost here.  We still need your TIME and SUPPORT.  If you can volunteer, please contact Marsha Sabin, � HYPERLINK "mailto:Marsha.A.Sabin@IRSCOUNSEL.TREAS.GOV" \o "mailto:Marsha.A.Sabin@IRSCOUNSEL.TREAS.GOV" \t "_blank" �Marsha.A.Sabin@IRSCOUNSEL.TREAS.GOV�.  Tom Burke is also in need of marshals to help keep the race course safe on race day, if interested, please email him, � HYPERLINK "mailto:burketd@washpost.com" \o "mailto:burketd@washpost.com" \t "_blank" �burketd@washpost.com�.


On Friday May 1st, the PTA is sponsoring our first Evening of Art and Dessert from 6:30-8:30.  Please come enjoy viewing the art work of our children, eat a sundae, bring a book to exchange at the book exchange, purchase a raffle ticket to win “time” with your favorite teacher and try your luck at the Cake Walk.





VES will be participating in a Walk/Bike challenge with several other elementary schools in our pyramid the week of May 11-15.  Look for more details in the Wednesday folders.  


Speaking of, please remember to check your child’s back pack for their Wednesday folder that holds valuable information about what is going on at VES, in addition to the PTA Web site, � HYPERLINK "http://ves-pta.org/" \o "http://ves-pta.org/" �http://ves-pta.org�.   If you are not getting the Wednesday folder, please let your teacher know.  Make it your responsibility to be informed!  


A big thank you to all who have volunteered so far this year!  The success of the PTA depends upon the generosity of the parents with your time and support!  


Together we can enrich the lives of every child at VES, your child, your children.


Take care!


Tara
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Highlights:


Apr. 17- 18 All-County Chorus Festival (Fairfax �High School)


�Apr. 20  Kindergarten Orientation (1:30-3:30 pm)


�Apr. 23  Volunteer Tea - Cafeteria (9:00 - 10:00 am)


�Apr. 26  PTA Run for Fun �(7:30 - 11:30 am)








____________________


Reflections:


 


In addition to Caroline Giunta receiving Outstanding Interpretation for her photo, and Jeannie Esswein receiving an Award of Merit for her musical composition, Benjamin Eggleston received an Award of Excellence for his Musical Composition.   


Benjamin, Jeannie, and Caroline were invited to a Reflections ceremony at Hayfield Secondary School on March 19.   All of our Vienna ES Reflections participants enjoyed an ice cream party.


 


It's never too early to start thinking of next year's theme, which is "Beauty Is......"














____________________


Visit the VES PTA website!


� HYPERLINK "http://www.VES.PTA.org" ��www.VES.PTA.org�


_____________________








Helpful information about learning brought to you by Reading Rockets, Colorín Colorado, and LD OnLine


Successful Transition to Kindergarten 


for Learners Who May Be at Risk for Learning Disabilities





Heading off to kindergarten is a big event for all kids and parents. For young children who have struggled socially or academically during preschool, it is a transition that needs careful planning and attention. Below are four suggestions for parents of children who may need extra help making a successful move to kindergarten.


Don’t wait to start planning the transition. The whole last year of preschool is an important time to keep in touch with your child’s preschool teacher. Ask whether your child has been through a screening of early literacy skills, including speech and language skills. If so, find out the results and whether your child needs additional help while still in preschool. Getting good help early can make a huge difference for your child.


Get to know your new school. Make time to visit your child’s new elementary school before school starts. Meet with the principal and some of the kindergarten teachers. Find out how they help individual children make a smooth transition to kindergarten. Some schools offer kindergarten camps or morning drop-in visits that can give your child a sense of what a day in the new school will be like.


Help your kindergarten teacher get to know your child. What are your child’s strengths? What does your child like to do? How does your child learn best? What screenings, supports, and special services did your child receive during the preschool years? Include any information about speech and language services, social worker, and occupational and physical therapy. Last, share any concerns you have about your child’s development.


Go ahead, be pushy. Some parents hesitate to call their preschool teacher or the elementary school to set up appointments. They worry that they’re being too assertive or getting their child off on the wrong foot. Nothing could be further from the truth! As a parent, you know your child better than anyone, and you are your child’s best advocate. When it comes to a struggling young learner, there isn’t a minute to waste. For more information about transition to kindergarten for kids with disabilities, see: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ReadingRockets.org/article/30123" ��www.ReadingRockets.org/article/30123� 






































Our 3rd annual Read-a-thon was a huge success!  In addition to reading 11,741 books, we raised over $2800.00 for our school! Thanks to all the parents and teachers for encouraging our children to read, and, most importantly, a BIG thank you to all the students for reading so many books!
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Seeking New Officers for the PTA


 


If you are interested in serving as an officer for the VES PTA next year, please contact Tara MacCall at � HYPERLINK "mailto:Tara.MacCall@wolterskluwer.com" ��Tara.MacCall@wolterskluwer.com� or Heidi Thomas at � HYPERLINK "mailto:heidi.thomas14@gmail.com" ��heidi.thomas14@gmail.com�. 
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