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Vienna Elementary School

128 Center Street, South

Vienna, VA. 22180

Phone: (703) 937-6000; Fax (703) 937-6067
Attendance line: (703) 937-6066

SACC: (703) 937-6060

School Website: www.fcps.edu/ViennaES/
Principal: John Carmicheal; Assistant Principal: Vicki Duling

School Hours 
Preschool




Grades 1-6
Monday




Monday
AM Session 9:05—11:05


8:40—12:50
PM Session 11:05—1:05
Tuesday-Friday



Tuesday-Friday
AM Session 9:05—12:20


8:40-3:20
PM Session 12:20—3:35
In order to ensure each child’s safety, students may not arrive prior to 8:15 a.m. Students are dismissed to their classes at 8:30 and must be in their seats, prepared for the day by 8:40 a.m.

General Items of Interest

Dismissal

3:10 Patrols are dismissed

3:15 Bus riders are dismissed

3:20 Walkers, bikers, car riders and SACC students are dismissed 

Kiss and Ride
For children who are picked up by car, parents need to drive cars around the outer perimeter of the parking lot.  When a car reaches the front of the line, teachers will allow children to enter the car.  
Visitors
ALL visitors to the school, including parents, must report to the school office upon entering the school and receive a visitor’s pass.
Wednesday Folders

White folders for each student are sent home every Wednesday.  These contain school notices, papers from the student’s teacher, student work, and PTA notices.  Parents should sign the outside of the envelope next to the week’s date, and give it to your child to return it to school the next day.

School News
On a weekly basis, school news is posted on our school website under T-WAVES “This Week at Vienna Elementary School.” 
Monthly PTA Newsletter

Once per month, the PTA sends a newsletter through email subscription.  You may sign up at anytime.
School Directory

A directory of school staff and students, prepared by the PTA, is distributed in the fall. 

Health Screenings

School personnel give vision, height and weight screenings to new students and also hearing exams to kindergarteners. These screenings are not a substitute for required medical examinations and immunizations.
Library Books

Students are allowed to keep school library books for one week, and may renew the books for an additional week.  After two weeks, they are considered overdue.  The library will send home an overdue notice with detailed overdue fines.

School Lunches

· Free or reduced fee lunches are available to qualifying students.

· Monthly menus are distributed in the Wednesday Folders, are available in the school lobby, are posted on www.fcps.edu/fs/food, and are available by calling (703) 246-2294. 

· Students may either bring a bag lunch (in a paper bag or a lunch box) or purchase a hot lunch in the school cafeteria.

· To purchase hot lunches, students may either bring cash or put money in a student account. To create an account you must see the cafeteria manager or enroll online at – www.myLunchMoney.com (fee charged for this service). Throughout the year, you may bring in or send in with your student cash or a check to put additional money in the account. You may also add money at www.myLunchMoney.com (again, fee charged for this service). 
· Parents may join their children for lunch when desired and may buy an adult’s lunch or bring a bag lunch from home.  We ask that you do not bring fast food into the school. 

· Each class has its lunch schedule posted in the school office, and it is also available through FCPS 24/7.
Thanksgiving Luncheon

Parents can make a reservation to join students for the Thanksgiving Luncheon, usually held the week before Thanksgiving.  Information is sent home to parents about this lunch in the Wednesday Folders.

Professional Photographs

Individual pictures of each student are taken in both the fall and spring.  The fall pictures require payment in advance.  Class, yearbook, and team/club pictures are usually taken in the spring and need to be paid for in advance.

Lost and Found 

Items are in a coat rack located in the cafeteria.  Please check this often!  Unclaimed items are donated to charity on a monthly basis.
Yearbook


A school yearbook is distributed at the end of each school year.  Order forms are distributed in the spring.

Classroom Items
Homework

· Each student should have either a folder or an assignment notebook for homework.  These should be checked daily to see homework assignments.  

· Some teachers post homework assignments on the internet site:   http://Fcps.blackboard.com. You will receive more information about this site, and your child’s ID and password to access this site, from his or her teacher.  

· Check with each teacher to find out his/her homework policy.

Student Field Trips

· Each class usually takes two field trips a year, with a minimal fee that needs to be paid in advance.  

· Your child will bring home the parental permission slip that must be signed and returned to the school by the deadline indicated on the form.

Class Year-End Parties/Picnics

Each class plans a year-end party or picnic during the last two weeks of schools.  Parent volunteers are needed for this event.  

Room Parent 

Each classroom will have one or more “room parents” who arrange for class gifts for the teacher, class parties, and special events. 
School Events and Activities

(Note:  School events and dates may vary from year to year)

· After-School Clubs/Activities - Various clubs, such as chess club, computer club, drama club, etc. may be conducted by volunteer parents and teachers.
· Back-to-School Night is held in mid-September.  It is a parents-only event - meet your child’s teachers and learn about the curriculum for the year. 
· Band/Orchestra/Chorus.  Fourth, fifth and sixth grade students may sign up to participate in our Band, Orchestra and Choral programs.  Fourth grade students may participate in Orchestra, and fifth and sixth grade students may participate in Orchestra or Band, and Chorus. Instruction is provided during the regular school day.
· Diffendoofer Day is the day that celebrates students passing the Standards of Learning (SOL) tests.  It is usually held in October. Students are given a special lunch, and attend a special play, performed by the school's teachers and staff!  Parents are welcome to attend the performance. 

· Foreign Language Experience – The Vienna Elementary School PTA sponsors after school foreign language instruction, for a fee.  Information about the program is distributed in the fall.

· Grandparents’ Day - Students’ grandparents are invited to special activities in classrooms and to have lunch with students. This day is usually held in October. 
· Open House. Open House is scheduled on the Thursday before school begins. Students are invited to come meet their new teachers, pick up their previously ordered supplies from the PTA, and acquaint themselves with their new classrooms.

· Parent Teacher Conferences are held during the day on the first Monday and Tuesday of November.  Your child’s teacher will ask that you sign up for a specific date and time.  This is the best opportunity for you to discuss with your child’s teacher your child’s progress in school.  Students are not present during these conferences. 

· P.E. Field Day in June - Students go to different stations set up on the school fields to do different games and activities.  Parent volunteers are needed.

· Scholastic Book Fairs - Held in December and again in the spring. A portion of the proceeds are used to support the library program.
· Spring and winter concerts are held by the school band, chorus, and orchestra. 
Student Council Association--SCA

· Two representatives from each class may be chosen by class members or the class teacher to join SCA.

· SCA-sponsored events may include:

· Pajama Day

· Wacky Hair Day

· Canned food drive for community

· Make a difference Day

Parent-Teacher Association—PTA

· Monthly meetings are held on Monday evenings, at 7 p.m., in the school library (except for the June meeting, which is usually held at a PTA officer’s home).  All parents and teachers are welcome! 

· Membership forms are available on our PTA web site.  It will also be sent home in the Wednesday Folder from time-to-time.

· The PTA maintains an email list to send announcements and information about upcoming events. 

PTA Events and Services:

· The PTA sponsors various events throughout the year to foster a sense of school community and to raise money for VES.  These events may include:
· Bingo Nights

· Family Dance 

· Giant and Safeway receipt program

· Box Tops for Education collection

· Multi-Cultural Night

· Read-A-Thon

· 5K Fun Run - spring

· Family Dine-Out Nights
· The PTA also provides services for the school and students, including:

· Ordering school supplies for students 

· Near the end of each academic year, you may order your child’s school supplies for next year through the PTA for a set price.  

· Staff appreciation luncheon and breakfasts

· Funding of special cultural and educational enrichment assemblies 

· Sponsoring a variety of after school classes, including foreign language classes, chess, fitness, drama, and others 

· Sponsoring Odyssey of the Mind, which involves teams of students independently solving one of several “problems” in a variety of areas, from building mechanical devices to short theatrical performances.

· Sponsoring the Reflections contest, a literature, visual artwork, photography and choreography contest, held in the Fall

· Grace Arts Program – monthly parent-taught in-class art program

· Funding of classroom and library books, classroom supplies, computer equipment, among other things.

· Preparation of Wednesday folders for distribution

Ways to Become Involved at Vienna Elementary

· Volunteer in your child’s classroom-- Every class needs parent volunteers.  Ask your child’s teacher about volunteering. Volunteer opportunities include:

· Room parent

· Classroom assistance
· Reading assistance

· Computer assistance

· Class parties

· Special events

· Special class projects

· Holiday crafts

· Chaperone class field trips

· Copying or compiling school papers from home

· Attend Back-to-School nights and parent/teacher conferences

· Attend school events with your family

· Attend PTA meetings

· Volunteer for PTA/school functions

Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS)

· The FCPS website is www.fcps.edu.

· The FCPS hotline for emergency school opening and closing announcements and school board meeting dates is (800) 839-3277.  These messages are available in a variety of languages. 
· Fairfax County Public Schools has an e-mail service that notifies parents when school is closed because of weather conditions, and provides updates to the school district calendar, lunch menus, etc.  To register for this service, go to the web site www.fcps.edu, click on “Keep in Touch,” and follow instructions.

· FCPS distributes a quarterly publication called Familygram, a publication explaining various events going on in the Fairfax County schools.  This is sent home in the Wednesday Folder.

· The FCPS is on cable television on Channel 21.  This channel broadcasts emergency school opening and closing announcements, and has public information programming every day.
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