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Hello VES Families!  





It is hard to believe the holidays are here!  I am one of those crazy people that love this time of year despite the craziness that accompanies it.  I love the tradition, the anticipation, the celebrations and I love giving gifts.  





One of my favorite traditions is the PTA Holiday Shop.  It is a fun, family event.  Please join us on December 8 at 6:00 for crafts, treats, books and to celebrate our community spirit.    





Given these economic times, I am certain spending will be less this holiday.  Not all gifts need to be purchased in a store.  The gift of TIME and SUPPORT is priceless.  





Renovation + the Holiday season does not have to = stress.  Give your teacher or specialist a call or shoot them an email to see if you can give the gift of your time as their work place has been turned upside down coupled with the children’s anticipation of Winter break.    





Give yourself a little gift (no cooking) by supporting one or both of the PTA”S "Dine In Dine Outs" on December 1 and December 16 and 17.





Membership continues to grow but we are still shy of our goal-300 families registered.  Perhaps joining the PTA can be one of the gifts you give this year.





Vienna South is bustling with learning and now has carpets and umbrellas courtesy of the PTA.   We are still working towards an economic solution to getting water for the students in the learning cottages.    


            


Together we can make a difference!  Together, we can enrich the lives of every student at VES, your child, your children.





Make the most of your holiday season!





Take Care!





Tara MacCall





�











All Reflections participants did a wonderful job interpreting the theme "Wow!".   Here are the results:  In the Literature category (intermediate division):  Shantal Gomez Carrion-1st place, Veronica Ruby-2nd place, Carter Merger-3rd place, Peyton Thomas, Peter Njoroge, Joel Pool, and Wesley Kang received honorable mentions.  In Literature (6th grade division): Emily Bolinger -1st place, Lili Komorow-2nd place.  In the Visual Arts category (primary division); Hailey Nguyen- 1st place, Katherine Helmicki-2nd place. Intermediate division, Philana Quan-1st place, Sarah Brown-2nd place, Michael Hendricks-3rd place, Courtey Moffitt, Lauren deVilla, and Morgan Mendosa received Honorable Mentions.  In the Photography category (primary division), Jacob Ham-1st place, (intermediate division) Caroline Giunta-1st place, Sean deVilla-2nd place, Alec Biles-3rd place, Tyler Ham-honorable mention.  Photography (6th grade division) - Katherine Lutz-1st place, Katherine McShane-2nd place, Maddy Hovis-3rd place.  For Musical Composition, Benjamin Eggleston (primary division)-1st place, Jean Esswein (intermediate division) - 1st place.       





Reflections is a National PTA arts recognition and achievement program.  Entries were judged and awarded based on creativity and best interpretation of the theme.   Entries that received 1st place went on to the District Level.  All participants will enjoy a luncheon in their honor in the Spring. ��Congratulations to all our participants!























The Inclusive Schools Network (ISN) is a web-based resource for families, schools, and communities interested in the topic of inclusive education. This network has grown out of Inclusive Schools Week™, an internationally-recognized, annual event sponsored by Education Development Center, Inc. (EDC).  During the 2008-2009 school year, ISN will be expanding in capacity to offer new products, conferences, online events, and social networking opportunities.


�For more information visit, http://www.inclusiveschools.�org/




















Highlights:


Dec 1-5 Inclusive Schools Week





Dec 8 Book Fair and PTA Holiday Shop





Dec 15 PTA Meeting, 7:00 PM Library





Dec 17 Winter Concert





Dec 24-31 Student Holiday, Winter Break





Dec 24 PTA Newsletter Articles Due





Jan 1-2 Student Holiday, New Years





Jan 5 Classes resume





Jan 9 Mad Science of Washington Assemblies 9am and 10am�


Jan 9 Bingo Night 6:30-8:30





Jan 12 PTA Meeting





Jan 19 Student Holiday, MLK





Jan 20 Student Holiday, Inauguration Day





Jan 21 PTA Newsletter Articles Due





Jan 23 End of Grading Period








Many stores you visit regularly have programs where they will donate a percentage of your purchase to VES.  Safeway, Giant and Target are big contributors to your VES-PTA.  Most of these programs require you to register annually.  It's simple and a significant amount of funding comes to your PTA.  Simply register or renew your cards - it's easy to do and these funds go to good use for your kids and the school.  


 For Safeway, type � HYPERLINK "http://www.escrip.com/" \t "_blank" �www.escrip.com/�  Safeway has donated $350 so far in 2008 - but many people with cards still have not renewed their cards.  Safeway requires an annual renewal.  


 


For Giant, go to  � HYPERLINK "http://www.giantfood.com/aplus" \t "_blank" �www.giantfood.com/aplus�   Giant has a great program - which also requires annual renewals.  In September alone, we earned $80!  Again, many of you with Giant Cards have not registered them for this school year.  


 


Even more - if you use a Target credit card, you can designate VES for contributions - go to � HYPERLINK "http://sites.target.com/site/en/corporate/page.jsp?contentId=PRD03-001825" \t "_blank" �http://sites.target.com/site/en/corporate/page.jsp?contentId=PRD03-001825� to register.  Over the years, Target has donated over $2,500 to VES, but they only donate if you link your card.


 


Don't let your shopping dollars go to waste - designate Vienna Elementary PTA....    Don't delay, register today!!  :)

















Helpful information about learning brought to you by Reading Rockets, Colorín Colorado, and LD OnLine





Handwriting





Good handwriting is an important skill for young children. Handwriting is a basic tool that children use in the classroom for expressing their ideas, creating stories, and test-taking. Handwriting, reading, and spelling skills reinforce each other. If your child is able to write letters easily and clearly, he can spend more time focusing on his message and forming interesting sentences.





Is my child’s handwriting “normal?”





Here are some developmental milestones in writing:





Preschool: Writing first appears as scribbles drawn in a large circular motion. As your child attempts to write her own name, shapes that resemble letters begin to appear. 





Pre-K and kindergarten: Your child may enjoy drawing and labeling objects, using invented spelling with no vowels (“bed” becomes “BD”). He will write in upper case letters — most of them correctly formed —and begin to string separate words together to express more complex thoughts 





First grade: Fine motor skills are stronger and your child gains better control in writing her letterforms. She is learning the difference between upper case and lowercase letters. Invented spelling is still common. Writing is fun as your child gains confidence and “automaticity.”





Second grade: Your child’s handwriting may become smaller and neater. Your





child is able to focus more on what he �is writing than on the mechanics. Journal writing in class provides lots of practice for strengthening handwriting skills.





Third grade: Your child will begin to learn to write in cursive. Writing speed will slow down, and close attention to letter formation will increase. Some class assignments will be in cursive, providing practice with this new skill.





Poor handwriting and learning disabilities





Children who struggle with handwriting may be exhibiting signs of a learning disability called dysgraphia. Dysgraphia affects a child’s ability to write with a pen, pencil, or crayon. It also affects other tasks that require fine motor skills, such as using scissors or buttoning a shirt. Dysgraphia often overlaps with other learning disabilities such as dyslexia and ADHD, but not always. If you suspect that your child has dysgraphia, consult with your school’s special education staff to have your child tested.





Some common signs of dysgraphia:


Awkward pencil grip and body position


Illegible handwriting, letters of different sizes


Unfinished words or sentences


Inability to write for very long


Avoidance of writing or drawing activities


Difficulty organizing ideas on paper





If your child continues to struggle with handwriting through the later grades, consult with your child’s teacher about the possibility of being tested for special education services.





For more information on handwriting and dysgraphia, visit: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ReadingRockets.org/article/c37" ��www.ReadingRockets.org/article/c37�























Dine Out is off to a terrific start this year at Vienna Elementary! Thank�you to everyone who participated in the Foster's and Bertucci's Dine Outs in September and November!��In December, we are trying something new. We will have two "Dine In Dine�Outs." First, on December 1, we will have a Dine Out for take out or�delivery with Peking Express (703-281-2445) on Center Street. Then on�December 16 and 17, we will have a Dine Out for take out or delivery with�Pizza Hut (703-255-1181) on Maple Avenue.��We hope that this will enable everyone to cut down a little on meal�preparation during the hectic holiday season while at the same time helping our school!��One more note to mention, we have an ongoing Dine Out relationship with�Glory Days Grill. It is good for any day of the week whether you dine in or�take out. All you need to do is ask your server for a copy of the itemized�receipt (not the credit card receipt) and put it in the Dine Out PTA folder�in the school office. This Dine Out is for any location. Glory Days will�donate 10% of all money spent (excluding alcohol) in their restaurants all�year.��Thanks again for all your support of Dine Out. Look for additional events in�the new year!





Bruce Van Patter, children's author, illustrator, and presenter returned to our school.  Each class had the opportunity to attend his creative writing workshop.  The workshops were designed to inspire our students to write, illustrate, and think creatively!  Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.brucevanpatter.com/vienna2.html" \t "_blank" �http://www.brucevanpatter.com/vienna2.html� to see the actual stories Mr. Van Patter and our students created!   �Calendar: Upcoming Cultural Arts Shows


Jan. 9 Mad Science of Washington Assemblies 9am and 10am Feb 19 Hal Trapkin's HOTMINUS Assemblies 1pm and 2pm
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Book Donations:


�Hi everyone- I wanted to share an idea  that I have been discussing with Mr Love, our librarian. If you are interested in donating a book to the library that your family can inscribe with a dedication, he has many titles of books that he is interested in having available at the library for our children. It is a lot of fun for the kids to check out books that have this personal touch and a great way to share a sense of community within our VES family. Please contact Mr Love at � HYPERLINK "mailto:Terry.Love@fcps.edu" \o "mailto:Terry.Love@fcps.edu" \t "_blank" �Terry.Love@fcps.edu� or me at � HYPERLINK "mailto:Maganebe4@aol.com" \o "mailto:Maganebe4@aol.com" \t "_blank" �Maganebe4@aol.com� if you are interested.


Laura Goyer
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Support Vienna through the CFC





Reminder:  If you are a Federal employee or are in the U.S. military, please consider contributing to the Vienna Elementary School PTA though the Combined Federal Campaign (CFC).   By contributing a small amount each payroll period to the PTA you can help us purchase new books, classroom supplies, and computer equipment and fund school enrichment activities for our school.  Last year, we raised over $2000 though the CFC. The PTA’s CFC # is 37450.





Pledging to the Vienna Elementary PTA is not limited to parents of children attending our school.  All local area Federal employees and military personnel can designate the Vienna Elementary PTA as a recipient of their donation.  So, if you know someone who is a Federal employee or in the military, let them know that they now can help your child’s school through the CFC.  If you have any questions, please contact Heidi Thomas at 703-938-5818 or Heidi.Thomas@occ.treas.gov.   As always, thanks for your support!




















